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Test Report:

There are some things that are simply too good to be true.  And there are some things that are simply too inconspicuous to have their true grandeur immediately recognized.  One such thing is the SOUNDMAN OKM II, an Original Head Microphone that makes breathtaking stereo recordings.

At first glance, it would be easy to dismiss this as your common 08/15 headphone. But only at first glance.  In a plastic box that is barely palm sized, one finds a microphone that resembles ear plugs. 

I tested it with a Sony WM-D6C walkman.  Its operation is quite simple.  The red plug goes into the right ear, the blue one into the left, the mini-latch into the mike-bush and then, just record.  I found the playback through the headphones simply thrilling – an acoustic ear feast!  What’s more, the quality through the speakers is first-rate, with the room effect not being so pronounced.  

A ‘solder piece with power supply and additional A3’ is delivered with the OKM-II. This supplies the Elekret condensator microphone with voltage when the audio supply is short.  This also allows the OKM-II to be applied to DAT-Portables particularly well.

The operation of the OKM-II with the A3 adapter through a Line-input contains additional subtleties.  A subsonic noise filter balances the close speaking effect and attenuates the irrelevant frequencies below 300Hz. It also provides further damping for loud sound sources (-20dB). 

The times when one had to lug chunky microphones around to bring home O-tones for a slide show seem like a long-gone era of the past.  The OKM is small and inconspicuous, and is currently offered for less than 300DM.

I hope that this filigree device lasts long and never breaks down on me - I can’t do without it any more.

