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Good Sound on a Smart Head

A walkman microphone with excellent acoustics at an affordable price

Nobody notices a thing.  It just seems as though a walkman enthusiast is strolling through Frankfurt’s inner city with a head piece in each ear.  Not even in St.Paul’s Church does the ear adornment and cable seem out of place.  However, behind the small blue button in the left ear and the red one in the right ear lies a little secret.  What you see is not exactly a walkman head piece, but a high quality electret condensator microphone.  With this apparatus it is possible to make live recordings not only very inconspicuously, but also of an astoundingly high quality.
Soundman offers the Originalkopfmikrofon  (OKM) in several designs.  Enclosed in a stable wooden case, redound in red cloth, the goods can be bought at a price range from 137 to 270 euros.  The bottom of the range OKM I takes from 30 Hertz to 16 Kilohertz, at a gauge difference between the two microphones that amounts to, at its highest, 1.5 Decibels.  The somewhat better OKM II costs 195 euros, reaching up to 20 Kilohertz at a gauge difference of less than 1 Decibel.  For the more demanding requirements, there is the Studioversion (270 euros).  The channels deviate from each other by up to 0.5 Decibels and the frequency response is extremely even.  At the end of manufacturing, a computer automatically picks out the matching microphones.  A special R-version for rock music costs 246 euros (as a Sudioversion 310 euros), and tolerates a higher acoustic pressure, which is necessary not only for rock and pop, but also for trumpet sounds.  We have tried out the OKM II in its Studioversion, which is the model used by the Westdeutschen Rundfunk and the BBC.
The OKM’s small electret capsule is attached to a metre long cord, with a coil protecting the cable.  The stereo jack on the other end is gold plated.  It is possible to use all data media when recording with the OKM.  Naturally, a particularly sensible is option is a digital form of storage, such as DAT, or the robust and compact mini-disc (MD), that almost matches the CD for quality of sound and is almost always the best choice.  If the recorder plug in power for energy saving microphone bushing is not offered, an extra current entrance is required.  Soundman recommends the Adapter A3.  In addition, the thumb sized adapter offers a subsonic noise filter and adjustable buffering (minus 20 decibels) for loud recordings.  However, the most interesting aspect of the A3 is the possibility to use it with the line input of the recorder.   Through this, it is possible to gain a microphone voltage that is 30 decibels higher which is a considerable gain vis-à-vis a direct connection to a conventional input.  In practice, use of the small button microphones is an uncomplicated affair.  Although they do not sit particularly comfortably in the ear, they nonetheless hold firmly in position.   Because of the protected placement, the majority of obtrusive sounds that are associated with tie attached microphones (for instance scratching due to friction) is bypassed.  The ears also offer a degree of protection from wind interference.  
Given all of this, it is no surprise that the OKM’s acoustics are outstanding.  The mini disc recordings utterly inspire.  One should note that during manual modulation room for readjustment should still be allowed.  That makes sense and is important because temporary surges of the maximum signal gage leads to unpleasant contortions.  Both microphones have spherical traits.  Of course, this binaural stereophonic sounds the best when replayed using a head set on a real head.  Yet, in the case that one may want to leave her head free for other uses, Soundman has an interesting deal to offer.  For 248 euros provide a dummy head with the same geometry as the AKG D 99 C.  
All things considered, the new Soundman microphones are highly recommended.  This may include instances where a music enthusiast wants to record their own chorus or a cameraman wants to improve the tone quality for their camcorder.     
